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Habitat of the brackish-water clam Corbicula japonica in river estuaries, Noto and Suzu,
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Abstract

The distribution of the brackish-water clam Corbicula japonica was investigated in river estuaries along the Uchiura
coast of the Noto Peninsula, Ishikawa in 2025. Collecting surveys were conducted in nine rivers, and C. japonica was
confirmed in four rivers (Awazu, Kino, Matsunami, and Kurikawashiri rivers). To evaluate the effects of ground uplift
caused by the 2024 Noto Peninsula earthquake on brackish-water environments, water quality and habitat surveys were
carried out in the uplifted Awazu River (uplift: 20-60 cm) and the non-uplifted Matsunami River. Salinity within the
distribution range of C. japonica was lower in the Awazu River (0.2—1.1 psu) than in the Matsunami River (13.9-23.4
psu), suggesting reduced seawater intrusion following ground uplift. In both rivers, only large individuals (>20 mm in
shell length) were observed. C. japonica co-occurred with freshwater Corbicula spp. (SL: 11.4-21.0 mm) in the Awazu
River, whereas only C. japonica was found in the Matsunami River. The freshwater clam Corbicula spp. observed in
the uplifted river may have newly established in the estuarine reach following salinity reduction. However, continued

changes in the community composition of brackish-water organisms are expected, highlighting the need for long-term

monitoring.
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