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Abstract

Gasterosteus nipponicus HIGUCHI, SAKAI and GOTO, 2014 is a species of fish belonging to the order
Gasterosteiformes. It inhabits the Sea of Japan coast and the Pacific coast north of Ibaraki Prefecture, exhibiting a
migratory life history. It once formed large schools migrating upstream to river estuaries from February to May.
In Niigata and Akita Prefectures, it was once abundant enough to be caught using gillnets and similar gear.
However, its population declined sharply starting in the 1990s and has not recovered since. It is currently
designated as a “Regionally Endangered Species” on the Ministry of the Environment Red List 2020 and as
“Critically Endangered (Critically Endangered IA) ” on the Niigata Prefecture Second Red List. The last official
record within Niigata Prefecture was collected on May 14, 2017. This report documents an individual collected on
May 10, 2024, in the coastal area of Nishikan Ward, Niigata City, Niigata Prefecture. This marks the first collection

record within Niigata Prefecture in seven years, and this report is based on this individual.
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