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Abstract

Macrobrachium japonicum De Haan, 1849 is a species of palaemonid shrimp distributed from the Nansei Islands
to central Honshu, Japan. On the Sea of Japan side, the easternmost record of this species has been reported from
Ishikawa Prefecture, and no occurrence has previously been documented from Niigata Prefecture. During surveys
of atyid and palaemonid shrimps conducted on 10 June and 9 July 2025 in rivers on Sado Island, Niigata Prefecture,
several individuals apparently belonging to this species were collected. At the time of collection, the specimens
were small (approximately 2 cm in total length), and definitive identification based on morphological characters
was not possible. The individuals were therefore reared until diagnostic characteristics became evident. In October
2025, two specimens were confirmed as M. japonicum. One specimen was anesthetized on ice, preserved in 70%
ethanol, and deposited as a wet specimen in the Niigata City Aquarium. These specimens represent the easternmost
record of M. japonicum along the Sea of Japan coast and constitute the first record of this species from Niigata

Prefecture. The present study reports this new distributional record based on the deposited specimen.
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