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Abstract

Trochus rota DUNKER, 1860 is a marine gastropod of the family Trochidae. This species is distributed along the
Sea of Japan coast as far north as the Noto Peninsula, inhabiting intertidal to shallow subtidal zones. Although the
Noto Marine Center has surveyed rocky-shore marine biota of the Noto Peninsula since 2008, 7. rota had not been
recorded until 2024. In 2025, however, the species was discovered on the rocky coast at Ossaka, located in the
northern part of the Noto Peninsula. We counted individuals using 60 x 60 cm quadrats at three sites: (1) an
artificial rock-filled seawall facing an inner bay, (2) a natural rock reef facing the inner bay, and (3) a natural rock
reef facing the open ocean. Shell size was measured for all individuals collected at Site 3. Trochus rota was found
at all sites. Site comparisons suggest that the species is more abundant on the artificial rock-filled seawall, which
provides numerous narrow crevices, and that it favors more oceanic environments relative to inner-bay conditions.
Shell-size distribution indicated the presence of both young and mature individuals; however, reproduction could
not be confirmed because no very small juveniles were observed. The species is absent from mollusk lists of the
Noto Peninsula published up to 2004, although scattered earlier records exist from the region. Its recent appearance
may be associated with rising sea temperatures. Continued monitoring is necessary to determine whether this

represents a transient occurrence or a broader distributional shift driven by environmental change.
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